
 
 

Dr Síofra Pierse is Associate Professor, French & Francophone Studies, School of Languages, Cultures and 

Linguistics at University College, Dublin. We were delighted to get an email from her with the photo below, 

not least because of her close association with the works of Voltaire. Siofra was elected Rhodes Scholar at 

Oxford to read for her postgraduate degrees at Trinity College, Oxford: 1999 D.Phil. (Oxon): 'Voltaire and Clio: 

From History to Story' and 1995 M.St. (Oxon): 'Voltaire and the Writing of History'.   
 

‘Cultiver notre jardin’  
I just had a little visit to your Welcome Inn page, which I absolutely adore. What a wonderful and vast and 

beautifully musical project you are involved in!  My son is a far better musician than I will ever be, but I think 

we're just a little late to get into the Berstein score at this point. He suggested I send you photos of our 

potato patch instead.  It's not quite a community project (although we have a little community garden on 

our road, so that would qualify), and definitely a minor addition to a tiny back garden, but it is a result of 

COVID and it's also neatly linked to the Voltaire part of 'cultiver notre jardin'!! 
 

 
 

Potatoes or not, I wish you every success and can't wait to hear the Bernstein collaboration when it emerges. 

Just fabulous!  
 

Síofra 


